Sheku Bayoh Justice Campaign

c/o Scottish Trade Union Congress,
333 Woodlands Road,

Glasgow G3 6NG

Campaign Website- shekubayoh.org

Email- shekubayohrip@gmail.com

Contact No- 07588605780

or solicitors Aamer Anwar & Co. on 0141 4297090

JUSTICE FOR SHEKU BAYOH CAMPAIGN

Fao- Your Trade Union/Party Branch/Community/Religious Group/individual

23 June 2015

Dear Friends-

Death of Sheku Bayoh

We refer to the above and write to seek your support for the Justice for Sheku Bayoh

Campaign.

Sheku Ahmed Tejan Bayoh was a well-liked, hard-working young man, with no previous
history of violence who when he died at the age of 31. He was a loving partner and proud
father of Isaac aged four months old and three year old Tyler. He moved to the UK from
Sierra Leone when he was eleven and joined his sister in Kirkcaldy, Fife, Scotland when he

was seventeen.

On Sunday 3" May 2015 Sheku left his home sometime between 7 and 7.15am and walked
an approximate distance of a mile. The family is advised that police officers responded to

calls from members of the public.



We are advised that two police vans and four police cars went to the scene and that a
minimum of nine uniformed police officers attended the scene, several confronted Mr
Bayoh. Whilst the police have the right to defend themselves any use of force must at all

times be lawful, necessary and proportionate.

It has been confirmed that CS spray, Pava (pepper) spray and batons were used by
uniformed police officers on Sheku Bayoh as he was detained and he was also handcuffed
and leg restraints applied to both his knees and ankles, shortly thereafter he lost

consciousness.

At 7.34am CPR was attempted at the scene, an ambulance was called and he arrived at the
nearby Victoria Hospital at 7.45am but despite attempts to resuscitate him he was officially

pronounced dead at Victoria hospital at 9.04 am

Reports were also issued shortly after Sheku’s death that a police woman was stabbed but
these turned out to be completely untrue. Following Sheku’s death over the course of the

next six hours, five different versions of events were given to the family by police officers.

Initially both Sheku’s partner, Collette and his family were told that it was a member of the

public who found his body and that the police were looking for two individuals.

The Bayoh family does not understand why the officers involved in engaging with Sheku
Bayoh were not immediately suspended without prejudice after his death. For the Chief
Constable to suspend the officers without prejudice is not a question of pre-judging the
outcome of the investigation but ensures neutrality, integrity of the investigation,

transparency as well as protecting officers involved in such incidents.

In the days after Sheku’s death his family were disturbed to learn that despite a death in
custody that nine of the officers who ‘engaged’ with Sheku had refused to speak to the PIRC

investigators.



Sensitive and thorough handling of the investigation in the ‘golden hours’ following the
death is critical to evidence gathering, yet the officers failed to provide essential information
for some 32 days. The failure created a real difficulty in pathologists determining the cause

of death.

Positional asphyxiation is suspected but is still being investigated. This is a form
of asphyxia which occurs when someone's position prevents the person from breathing
adequately. A significant number of people die suddenly during restraint by police, prison

(corrections) officers and health care staff.

The family have instructed the solicitor’s firm of Aamer Anwar and two of the UK’s foremost

pathologists to act independently on behalf of the family.

This family campaign is reliant on your support for the campaign for truth, justice and

accountability to continue. To be able to do so we would ask you to do the following:-
i) Join/affiliate to the official campaign mailing list by e-mail to
shekubayohrip@gmail.com along with your contact number and send any

messages of support to this address.

i) Stay in contact — send us updates of any events you have organised including

pictures, press articles etc.

iii) Sign the petition https://www.change.org/p/police-scotland-we-demand-

justice-for-sheku-bayoh-we-demand-to-know-the-truth

iv) Share the face book page and pass the attached resolution in your political

party /trade union branch.

V) Invite speakers to your local community, branch meetings.



vi) Organise fundraisers and send urgent donations for legal and campaign costs.

Cheques should be made out to ‘SHEKU BAYOH ORGANISATION’

Crown Office, Police Scotland and PIRC must now act decisively to restore confidence and
satisfy the need for a robust and demonstrably independent investigation. Nobody should
be allowed to evade accountability or frustrate the investigation process and Sheku Bayoh’s

family will not rest until they have the truth.

We thank you for your support

Yours sincerely

Aminata Bayoh (mother), Colette Bell (Partner of Sheku), Kadijartu Johnson, Kosna Bayoh
(sisters), Adeyemi Johnson (brother-in-law), Aamer Anwar (Family Solicitor), Davidson
Chademana-Chair of Black Workers Committee STUC, Richard Haley Scottish Campaign
against Criminalising Communities, Margaret Woods Glasgow Campaign to Welcome

Refugees, and much more

Background Notes:-

The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) has directed the Police Investigations & Review Commissioner
(PIRC) to carry out an independent investigation into the circumstances surrounding the death of Sheku Ahmed Tejan
Bayoh. As part of the reform of Scottish police services in April 2013, the Police Investigations & Review Commissioner
(PIRC) was established. The Act expanded the role and responsibilities of the Police Complaints Commissioner for Scotland
(PCCS) to include conducting independent investigation into the most serious incidents involving the police.

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/local/fife/did-brutal-police-restraint-kill-sheku-1.872375
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/race-equality-campaigners-call-for-independent-inquiry-into-shocking-
death-of-man-in-.125087689
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/may/14/family-of-man-who-died-in-custody-of-fife-police-demand-robust-
inquiry

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/sheku-bayoh-expert-deaths-custody-5921827
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/may/21/cs-pepper-sprays-arrest-sheku-bayoh-death-police-custody
http://www.thenational.scot/news/police-statements-row-over-death-in-custody.3655
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/post-mortem-fails-to-reveal-cause-of-death-in-sheku-bayoh-
case.129780999



Sheku Bayoh Family Campaign Motion

This union/branch/group notes:

Sheku Ahmed Tejan Bayoh was 31 year old father of two who was detained by at least five
officers half mile from his home on Sunday 3™ May 2015. They used CS spray, batons,
handcuffs and leg restraints following which he lost consciousness and later died.

Following his death the police gave several versions of events to Sheku’s family including
claims that he was found by a member of the public lying on a footpath. It took the police
over six hours before telling the family that he had actually died in Police custody.

The Police Independent Review Commission were not in full control of the investigation into
the death until 48 hours after Sheku’s death and police officers refused to provide
statements until 32 days later.

Trade Unions have a role to protect fundamental human rights in society and show solidarity
with those that suffer breaches of them.

This union/branch/group believes:

i) Sheku’s family and the Scottish public deserve to have a full robust and transparent
investigation into Sheku’s death which scrutinises the individual conduct and tactics
of police officers present at his detention and restraint and those in command of
them when Sheku died.

ii) A policy decision as to the use of CS spray and dangerous restraint techniques poses
guestions about the power of the police and must be subject to public scrutiny and
approval so that future deaths and injuries to the public can be prevented

This union/branch/group resolves:

a) To affiliate to the Sheku Bayoh Family Campaign and support their struggle for justice
both financially and practically.

b) To write a letter to the local Member of Parliament, Member of the Scottish Parliament,
CC’d to the Scottish Police Authority, Chief Constable Stephen House, PIRC and Scottish
Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Justice Michael Matheson MSP demanding:

1. A speedy conclusion to a robust, thorough, impartial and independent investigation into
Sheku’s death.

2. That there should be no impunity for those found to be involved in any criminality,
misconduct or impropriety.

3. A full judicial public inquiry to be ordered by the Justice Secretary (with full legal
representation for the family) so as to ensure that the full facts of the circumstances of
Sheku’s death are brought into the public domain, including a focus on the use of CS
spray, restraint techniques, its guidelines and the circumstances in which it was
operated on the 3™ May 2015. The inquiry should also include an investigation into the
handling by Police Scotland and PIRC of the facts pertinent to the case since Sheku’s
death



