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Introduction 
 
 
Salaam Alaykum, 
 
Firstly, jazakhallah khair to all for taking the time to read this urgent campaign pack relating to 
the extradition ruling of Farid Hilali. 
 
Subsequent to the attacks on the USA in 2001, a climate of fear has been placed over the 
Muslim community in the UK; a fear that has resulted through a combination of negative press 
reports, draconian infringement upon freedom of speech, and legislation being passed in 
direct contravention of basic human rights laws.  
 
Sadly, some members of the Muslim community have been prosecuted under these laws and 
in some cases wrongly. It appears now that there is a hidden crime, though not specified 
directly in legislation yet widely viewed as a crime by the authorities - that of being a 
practising Muslim.  
 
Also distressing is that once brothers and sisters are detained or convicted, their treatment 
becomes worse mainly because the Muslim community is not supporting them due to a 
number of factors including the continuing cycle of fear, intimidation and press bias. It is time 
to break that cycle, speak out and offer our support as we are required to do under our 
obligations as Muslims.  
 
The Government’s attitude to rehabilitation of Muslim offenders is genuinely shocking. Unless 
we take action through legitimate protest and support, this can only polarise the Muslim 
community still further. It is somewhat ironic that the British Government is passing the 
majority of their legislation on the basis that they are to "protect freedom", whilst curtailing the 
freedom of citizens to practise their religion freely.  
 
We do not have to agree with the crimes that the prisoners have been convicted of; believe 
they are innocent, or believe in their causes. This is an issue of human rights and 
brotherhood, not one of allegiance and partisanship to their specific alleged or real 
motivations or actions.  
 
Every Muslim has the right to be treated fairly and without prejudice when incarcerated within 
the prison system, and as such I thank you for taking the time to take part in this campaign. 

Jabir ibn Abdullah reported that our beloved Prophet Muhammad (saw) said, "No man helps a 
Muslim at a time when his honour is being belittled or his rights violated except that Allah will 
help him at a place in which he loves to have His help." [Abu Dawud]  

Walaykum Salaam, 
 
Umar Abdullah, Help The Prisoners 
info@helptheprisoners.org 
 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
Jazakhallah Khair to the Islamic Human Rights Commission for the inspiration behind the 
campaign packs, as well as Arani Solicitors and others for providing support and help in 
devising this document.   
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PART ONE: BACKGROUND 
 
Farid Hilali is a Moroccan national who has lived in Britain at various times for over 15 years. 
He was detained in the United Arab Emirates in 1999 where he was asked to be an informant 
by the British Security Services. He believes that he was detained and tortured for precisely 
this reason. The UAE authorities forcibly repatriated him to Morocco, where both his and his 
family’s life was made “hell” - in the words of his solicitor in Morocco. This involved being 
arrested, tortured and interrogated day and night without notice; his family being threatened, 
and many other abuses.   
 
He returned to the United Kingdom in 2000; a few years later on the 3rd September 2003 he 
was arrested under the Terrorism Act 2000 at which point he made an application for asylum, 
fearing a return to Morocco.   He was never charged with any offences under the Terrorism 
Act 2000. 
 
After applying for asylum, he was interviewed by the police and the Home Office in relation to 
his application. He was then asked to complete a Statement of Evidence form which detailed 
his request for Asylum. Despite assurances that the details on this form were to be treated 
strictly confidential, the information still appeared on the European Arrest Warrant.  
 
He was then subjected to a European Arrest Warrant on the part of Spain, alleging that he 
was in part responsible for the attacks upon the United States on the 11th September 2001 
through conspiracy to murder and due to which he continues to be detained and may be 
extradited any day. This allegation has been made through gross abuses of process, which 
will be dealt accordingly in part two of this document.  

 
Farid has now been authorised to be extradited to Spain under the terms of the European 
Arrest Warrant, despite all the abuses of process detailed in part two. It is a matter of urgency 
that protests from the Muslim community are made to prevent this through the seeking of an 
injunction from the European Court of Human Rights. I urge all readers to phone, fax, email 
and write to all the persons detailed in “key contacts" in order to facilitate this, as it is quite 
literally a matter of life and death for Farid Hilali.  



 5 

PART TWO: THE SPANISH ARREST WARRANT 
 

The allegations within the European Arrest Warrant 
 
Farid Hilali was issued with a European Arrest Warrant on the part of Spain on the 29th April 
2004. Within this document, it was alleged that he had regular contact with a man by the 
name of Barakat Yarkas, who in turn it was alleged, was involved in the 11th September 2001 
terrorist attacks on the United States. 
 
The basis of this allegation was based upon vague interpretations of intercepted telephone 
communication between men said to be Yarkas and Hilali. The European Arrest Warrant 
stated that voice analysis indicated that both Hilali and Yarkas were the communicants in the 
intercepted call. 1 
 

Inadmissibility of Evidence Cited within Spanish Courts 
 
The telephone intercept evidence cited in the European Arrest Warrant is inadmissible and 
unsafe for a number of substantial reasons. 
 
Firstly, any telephone intercept evidence cannot be submitted to Spanish Courts unless the 
Court has authorised this prior to the interception. On this occasion, the Courts were not 
notified of the proposed interception, and as such this could not be submitted in a trial. This 
assertion was upheld in the Supreme Court decision in Madrid in 2006. 2 
 
These telephone intercepts have also never been heard within the trial of Yarkas, the 
individual with whom Mr Hilali is said to have been in communication with; in spite of Yarkas’s 
repeated requests to do so.3 This places considerable doubt as to whether the recordings 
cited in the arrest warrant actually exist.   Yarkas’s lawyer confirmed that the telephone 
evidence was never played in court and that the tapes disappeared. 
 
Further, that there is no evidence to suggest that Yarkas ever knew Farid Hilali. Mr Yarkas 
has denied knowing Farid Hilali, either by his name or the alias “Shakur” as presented by the 
Spanish Authorities. There is also no known correspondence between these two individuals. 
This would only leave voice analysis in order to make a link. The voice analysis cited in the 
European Arrest Warrant could never have been carried out, due to a number of factors. 
Firstly, “the Spanish Authorities have never had available to them any recording of Mr Hilali”4 
Secondly, the phone evidence has been judged inadmissible, and therefore it would be illegal 
to use this recording; if indeed it does exist, to make an inference of identification.  
 
A final point is that Barakat Yarkas was actually cleared of involvement in the 11th September 
2001 attacks by the Supreme Court in Spain during 2006, in which it was categorically stated 
that the court “issue a pronouncement of not guilty in relation to the conviction of a conspirator 
in the events of 9-11”.5 
 
This is also not to mention the inaccuracies in the European Arrest Warrant itself. In the 
proforma warrant, no details were provided in the section requiring the listing of the number of 
offences alleged to have been committed. In addition to this, there is a requirement to 
describe the manner of offences which are alleged to have been committed – no such 
information was forwarded, instead a listing of ‘evidence’ was provided. 6 

                                                 
1 Ibid 
2 Spanish Supreme Court Judgement, 31st May 2006 Ref 556/2006 
3 Report of Jacobo Casanova, Madrid Bar Association 
4 ibid 
5 Spanish Supreme Court Judgement, 31st May 2006 Ref 556/2006 
6 Hilali vs Sec. of State for Home Department,  25th April 2007 Ref CO/9725/2006 
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 Inaccurate Statements on the Part of the Spanish Prosecutor 
 
All the above should indicate that Farid Hilali has no case to answer in relation to the 
European Arrest Warrant. However, Mr Pedro Rubira of the Spanish Prosecutors Office has a 
different opinion, despite overwhelming evidence exonerating Farid.  
 
In a witness statement provided to the Court, Mr Rubira made the following written 
statements:- 
 

• That telephone intercept deemed inadmissible in the Spanish Supreme Court can 
instead be overruled and judged admissible by the Spanish High Court. 

 
• That Yarkas stated to the Spanish Court in his own trial that ‘Shakur’, alleged to be an 

alias of Farid Hilali, is a member of a terrorist organisation. 
 

• That he was a member of the ‘Hamburg Cell’, of which the 11th September 2001 
hijackers were alleged to be members of. 

 
 
These statements can be demonstrated to be entirely false through evidence which was and 
is freely available to the Spanish Prosecutors’ office.  
 
In the first point, regarding telephone intercept evidence, Mr Rubira states that the High Court 
can overrule the Supreme Court. This is completely false - since the Supreme Court is the 
highest court in Spain, which is superseded only by the Constitutional Court dealing with 
constitutional guarantees7. There is no circumstance in which the High Court could supersede 
the Supreme Court. This has been asserted by the Madrid Bar Association. 8   
 
With regards the second point, there are no transcripts from the trial which indicate that 
Yarkas stated to the court that he knew either Farid Hilali or ‘Shakur’. The Madrid Bar 
Association in seeking to compile a report relating to the issues raised in the Prosecutors 
witness statement has been informed that no transcripts exist.9 Mr Rubira has also provided 
no transcripts relating to this matter. 
 
In the final point, alleging that Farid Hilali was a member of the ‘Hamburg Cell’, this is also 
completely false. In documents obtained by Farids’ solicitor, the German Prosecutors office 
stated that “There is no investigation, with respect to the terror attacks of 11th September 
2001 against Farid Hilali (or ‘Shakur’ / ‘Shukri’). The investigations carried out in this 
connection did not give any indication that Hilali was a member of the terrorist organisation of 
Mohammed Atta in Hamburg or had supported this organisation.”10  This evidence was also 
supported by  statements of Mr Michael Rosenthal dated 18th February 2007,  from  German 
lawyer Udo Jacob dated 8th February 2007, Letter from the Attorney General dated 26th 
November 2007 and Letter from the Public Prosecutor’s office, Hamburg dated 27th 
November 2007. 

 
It is clear therefore that the Witness statement of the Spanish Prosecutor can at best be 
described as having conducted no research and having little grasp of the legal evidence to 
hand. More cynically he could be described as having deliberately committed perjury to the 
court by making statements which he knew to be false. In both cases, the question of ‘trust’ 
as raised in the European Arrest Warrant framework can be shown to be unsafe from a legal 
perspective. 
 

                                                 
7 Spanish Constitution, Article 123 
8 Report of Jacobo Casanova, Madrid Bar Association 
9 ibid 
10 Letter to Arani Solicitors from Chief Federal Prosecutor of Germany, 14 Feb 2007 
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PART THREE: TORTURE IN SPAIN AND MOROCCO 
 
As we have seen previously, it is clear that Farid Hilali has no case to answer to Spanish 
Authorities and that the European Arrest Warrant is inaccurate and invalid. There is also the 
question as to whether it is acceptable under the European Constitution to extradite suspects 
who may be tortured by a member state or a third party which is complicit with that member 
state. This is the case of both Spain and Morocco, as will be evidenced in this section. 
 

Risk of Torture in Spain 
 
Within Spain, torture has been proven in many cases by the arresting authorities. Below are 
samples of statements of these incidents by Amnesty International.  
 
“..Upon return to the same cell he was aggressively interrogated by a national police officer 
(21) who pretended to strangle Jordi Vilaseca with his own dreadlocks, stating ‘These would 
be good for tying you to the radiator.’ At one point the officer pinned him to the wall by the 
neck, shouting, ‘Don’t look at me!’ and ‘Everyone talks in the end!’ He was told he would be 
sent to prison in the Canary Islands where he would catch AIDS. He was also told that his 
girlfriend would be arrested and the police officers would rape her.”11 
 
“Upon arrival at the La Verneda National Police Station an officer from the station punched 
Sergio LD in the stomach. He was then transferred to a room where he was made to kneel 
and look at the floor, while still wearing handcuffs. A police officer closed the window blinds 
and then three officers kicked and punched Sergio LD all over the body until he began to 
have muscle seizures and became temporarily incontinent. He believed they were going to kill 
him. Following this Sergio LD was made to sit on a chair with his hands tied behind his back 
while another officer took his identity papers. Sergio LD had begun to vomit at this time and 
the police officer gave him a rubbish bin to be sick in. Afterwards a police officer dressed in 
riot gear entered the room and, encouraged by those already present, hit Sergio LD in the 
face so hard that he fell off the chair. The officer then stamped on his head.”12 
 
“She explained that when she was taken to a cell by approximately five police officers she 
started crying in a state of panic and tried to hold on to the bars of the cell to avoid being 
pushed inside. She was forced inside the cell by the officers, where they then began to beat 
her. She was kicked and punched all over the body and head. She was handcuffed while she 
lay on the ground and she was kicked in the head. The fear and panic made her temporarily 
incontinent and she believes that at one point she may have lost consciousness.”13 
 
“Driss Zraidi, a Moroccan national, was detained and subjected to torture in the autonomous 
regional police force station of Roses, Catalonia, on 3 August 1998. As a result of his ill-
treatment he suffered several fractured ribs and numerous head injuries which required eight 
days’ hospital treatment as an in-patient.”14 
 
These cases listed above are by no means isolated incidents, and it is clear that Farid Hilali if extradited 
would be at a severe risk of torture if in Spanish Custody.  
 
 

                                                 
11 “Adding Insult to Injury”, Amnesty International Report 2007 
12 Ibid 
13 ibid 
14 Ibid 
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Extradition to States which Practice Torture 

 
Spain also practices extradition of foreign nationals to states such as Morocco, which are 
well-known to practice torture. Spain does this under the auspices of Article 57 of its “Law on 
Foreigners”. This law permits extradition and deportation to a foreign state if they are 
considered to have participated in acts which would prejudice relations with other countries. 
Needless to say there is little or no burden of proof required permitting this.  
 
It has used this law on various occasions, particularly in relation to Muslim detainees. 
Mohammed Berzizoui was arrested in relation to bombings in Casablanca on 16th May 2003. 
He was released from Spanish custody 6 days later with no case to answer. However, shortly 
after this he was deported to Morocco in relation to those same charges, under the proviso 
that his presence in Spain would damage relations with a foreign country. 15 
 
There are many other examples of ill-treatment and torture. To list a few:- 
 
“Abderrezak’s mother, Naima al-Beqaoui, told Human Rights Watch that when she visited him 
in Kenitra prison, he told her that police had blindfolded him and forced him to sign a 
statement. His mother said he told her that while he was in police custody he was stripped, 
beaten, tortured with electric shocks, and deprived of sleep.”16 
 
“He told his family that he first spent seventeen days in Ma’arif detention centre in 
Casablanca, a facility operated by the judicial police, and then five days in the Tamara 
compound, where he was blindfolded, tortured, and ill-treated under interrogation. Yazghi told 
his relatives that the police had presented him with a written statement that did not 
correspond to what he had told them, warning that if he refused to sign it he would face more 
torture.”17 
 
“He cried and said he had been tortured with electricity and forced to provide the names of 
persons he did not know. He told his mother that the police blindfolded him and said, “We’re 
going to bring you before someone who will recite things to you and you are to say, ‘Yes, you 
did these things.’  If you deny you did those things, look out.” “ 18 
 
Therefore, it is incontestable that Farid Hilali would be subjected to torture if returned to 
Morocco. 
 

Article 3 of UN Convention on Torture 
 
Both Britain and Spain as members of the United Nations are bound by its laws against the 
return of persons to countries which practice torture. This article states that:- 
 
“No State Party shall expel, return (“refouler”) or extradite a person to another State where 
there are substantial grounds for believing that he will be in danger of being subjected to 
torture…For the purpose of determining whether there are such grounds, the competent 
authorities shall take into account all relevant considerations, including, where applicable, the 
existence in the State concerned of a consistent pattern of gross, flagrant or mass violations 
of human rights.”19 
 
It is clear that in light of the proof of torture in both Spain and Morocco that the United 
Kingdom would be acting in contravention to the United Nations law should they pursue this 
extradition. 

                                                 
15 “Setting an Example?”, Human Rights Watch January 2005 
16 “Morocco: Human Rights at a Crossroads”, Human Rights Watch 
17 ibid 
18 ibid 
19 Article 3, UN Convention Against Torture. Both Spain and the United Kingdom are signatories. 
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PART FOUR: HOW TO HELP 
 
There are many ways in order to help Farid Hilali and prevent his extradition. It is imperative 
that you carry out as many actions as possible, as his health and indeed his life is in grave 
danger. All of these actions do have an effect. If the situation is highlighted in the correct 
manner with as much exposure as possible, there is every chance that the European and 
British Courts are obliged to review the evidence in more detail as a matter of public interest. 
 
The ways to help are as follows:- 
 
A. Write letters and make phone calls to the relevant Organisations and Government 
Departments. Templates and addresses are provided in the appendices of this document.  
 
B. Attend any demonstrations or protests in support of Farid Hilali that are advertised by 
either us or other Organisations. 
 
C. Write to Farid, and send him messages of support. Details can be provided upon request.   
 
D. At the very least, make Dua’ to Allah (Swt) to ease his suffering 
 
Remember, sometimes it can take only one person to make the world a better place, and do 
not think that your action, big or small, has no impact. To give some examples:- 
 

• The Islamic Human Rights Commission (IHRC) secured the release of Gul Aslan 
through a sustained letter writing campaign 

 
• The IHRC state that one MP revealed that if five letters regarding an issue are sent to 

his constituency, they will discuss the issue at the next meeting 
 

• Amnesty International reported that a former torturer from El Salvador stated “If there 
is lots of pressure, we might pass the inmates to the judge. If there’s no pressure, 
they’re dead.” 

 
• Arani Solicitors have stated that when complaints are received, the prisoners’ lives on 

the whole improve, however temporary 
 

• The Guildford Four and the Birmingham Six were only released after many years of 
letter-writing and campaigning by their supporters. They were the ultimate “problem 
that would not go away”, and there is no doubt that had their supporters forgotten 
them they would still be in jail to this day. 

 
 
Please take action before it is you, your brother, your sister, your father, your mother, your 
son or your daughter who find themselves in the same predicament. 
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APPENDIX A: LETTER TO ECHR 
 
FAO: President  
European Court of Human Rights 
Council of Europe 
67075 Strasbourg-Cedex 
France 
 
FAX: 00330 388 4102018 
 
<DATE> 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Re: Extradition of Farid Hilali 
 
I write to you in relation to the above case of Farid Hilali who is subject to a European Arrest 
Warrant filed in the United Kingdom by the Spanish Prosecutors office. 
 
There are a number of irregularities and concerns that I have which I believe would make the 
extradition unsafe.  
 

• Mr Hilali is being sought on the basis of telephone intercept evidence, which was 
found in the Spanish Supreme Court to be inadmissible within Court. 

 
• The alleged co-conspirator in the European Warrant, Mr Yarkas, has been 

exonerated of all charges in relation to this recording. 
 

• Mr Hilali is alleged by the Spanish Prosecutors Office to be a member of the 
‘Hamburg Cell’, even though German Prosecutors have stated that there is no record 
of Mr Hilali ever having been involved. 

 
• Mr Hilali is at severe risk of torture by both the Spanish Government and by the 

Moroccan Government if Spain were to subsequently deport him.  
 
I believe it is essential that asylum seekers’ rights are protected, particularly in the case of Mr 
Farid Hilali who has numerous positive character references and has never been convicted of 
any terrorist offence. There are also serious discrepancies in the credibility of the statement 
provided to British Courts by the Spanish Prosecutors office, as contested by the Madrid Bar 
Association. 
 
I urge you to protect the human rights of Mr Hilali by preventing this extradition, and appeal to 
you to enforce the obligations of member states in relation to Article 3 on the UN Convention 
on Torture, which states that “No State Party shall expel, return (“refouler”) or extradite a 
person to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that he will be in 
danger of being subjected to torture”. 
 
I thank you for taking the time to read this letter, trust you will now investigate the issues 
raised within it and prevent the extradition of Farid Hilali. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
<NAME> 
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APPENDIX B: LETTER TO YOUR MP 
 
<MP NAME> 
<ADDRESS> 
 
<DATE> 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Re: Extradition of Farid Hilali 
 
I write to you in relation to the above case of Farid Hilali who is subject to a European Arrest 
Warrant filed in the United Kingdom by the Spanish Prosecutors office. 
 
There are a number of irregularities and concerns that I have which I believe would make the 
extradition unsafe.  
 

• Mr Hilali is being sought on the basis of telephone intercept evidence, which was 
found in the Spanish Supreme Court to be inadmissible within Court. 

 
• The alleged co-conspirator in the European Warrant, Mr Yarkas, has been 

exonerated of all charges in relation to this recording. 
 

• Mr Hilali is alleged by the Spanish Prosecutors Office to be a member of the 
‘Hamburg Cell’, even though German Prosecutors have stated that there is no record 
of Mr Hilali ever having been involved. 

 
• Mr Hilali is at severe risk of torture by both the Spanish Government and by the 

Moroccan Government if Spain were to subsequently deport him.  
 
I believe it is essential that asylum seekers’ rights are protected, particularly in the case of Mr 
Farid Hilali who has numerous positive character references and has never been convicted of 
any terrorist offence. There are also serious discrepancies in the credibility of the statement 
provided to British Courts by the Spanish Prosecutors office, as contested by the Madrid Bar 
Association. 
 
I urge you to protect the human rights of Mr Hilali by preventing this extradition, and appeal to 
you to enforce the obligations of the British Government in relation to Article 3 on the UN 
Convention on Torture, which states that “No State Party shall expel, return (“refouler”) or 
extradite a person to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that he 
will be in danger of being subjected to torture”. 
 
I thank you for taking the time to read this letter, trust you will now investigate the issues 
raised within it and prevent the extradition of Farid Hilali. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
<NAME> 
 


